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22 See § 452.119 and following for discussion
of indirect elections.

§ 452.27 National, international organi-
zations, and intermediate bodies.

The officers of a national or inter-
national labor organization or of an in-
termediate body must be elected either
directly by secret ballot among the
members in good standing or indirectly
by persons acting in a representative
capacity who have been elected by se-
cret ballot among all members in good
standing. 22

§ 452.28 Unopposed candidates.
An election of officers or delegates

that would otherwise be required by
the Act to be held by secret ballot need
not be held by secret ballot when all
candidates are unopposed and the fol-
lowing conditions are met: (a) The
union provides a reasonable oppor-
tunity for nominations; (b) write-in
votes are not permitted, as evidenced
by provisions in the constitution and
bylaws, by an official interpretation
fairly placed on such documents, or by
established union practice; and (c) the
union complies with all other provi-
sions of title IV.

§ 452.29 Primary elections.
Where a union holds primary elec-

tions or similar procedures for elimi-
nating candidates prior to the final
vote in connection with regular elec-
tions subject to these provisions, the
primary election or other procedure
must be conducted in accordance with
the same standards required under the
Act for the final election.

§ 452.30 Run-off elections.
A run-off election must meet the

standards set forth in title IV if the
original election was subject to the re-
quirements of the Act. For example, if
the run-off is to be held at the same
meeting as the original election, the
original notice of election must have
so stated and all records pertaining to
the run-off must be retained.

§ 452.31 One candidate for several of-
fices.

Where a union constitution or other
validly adopted rule provides that a
single elected officer will perform the

functions of more than one office, a
separate election need not be held for
each office.

Subpart E—Candidacy for Office;
Reasonable Qualifications

§ 452.32 Persons who may be can-
didates and hold office; secret bal-
lot elections.

Section 401(e) provides that in any
election of officers required by the Act
which is held by secret ballot, every
member in good standing with the ex-
ceptions explained in sections follow-
ing shall be eligible to be a candidate
and to hold office. This provision is ap-
plicable not only to the election of offi-
cers in local labor organizations, but
also to elections of officers in national
or international and intermediate
labor organizations where those elec-
tions are held by secret ballot referen-
dum among the members, and to the
election of delegates to conventions at
which officers will be elected.

§ 452.33 Persons who may be can-
didates and hold office; elections at
conventions.

Where elections of national or inter-
national labor organizations or of in-
termediate bodies are held at a conven-
tion of delegates elected by secret bal-
lot, protection of the right to be a can-
didate and to hold office is afforded by
the requirement in section 401(f) that
the convention be conducted in accord-
ance with the constitution and bylaws
of the labor organization insofar as
they are not inconsistent with the pro-
visions of title IV. If members in good
standing are denied the right to be can-
didates by the imposition of unreason-
able qualifications on eligibility for of-
fice such qualifications would be incon-
sistent with the provisions of title IV.

§ 452.34 Application of section 504,
LMRDA.

The eligibility of members of labor
organizations to be candidates and to
hold office in such organizations is sub-
ject only to the provisions of section
504(a), which bars individuals convicted
of certain crimes from holding office in
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